
  

  

 

Rectors Desk  
 

 

 

 

I am the proud owner of a baseball cap with the word ‘HOPE’ scrawled across the front. The 
‘O’ of H_PE is replaced by an image of Africa.  The other day I was wearing it out and about 
and a couple of passers by seemed to be visibly disturbed by it; one person even cast their 
eyes to the sky as if to say, ‘tsh - “HOPE”- as if!’ 

 

 

  

 

As I prepare my annual report for Vestry (St Margaret’s Annual General Meeting) on 8th 
March, I realise that despite the prevailing trend for cynicism out there, there is much to be 
hopeful for at St Margaret’s. 
  
Whether it be the South African economy, or the micro picture of life at St Margaret’s, we are 
right to hold onto hope.  The very essence of hope belongs to Christ. Hope without Christ is 
just wishful thinking.  
 Wednesday 26th February was the beginning of the Church’s season of Lent. 
Lent is traditionally a time of spiritual preparation for Easter Day.  Those who want to 
participate in Lent often sacrifice things in the physical realm in order to gain in the spiritual 
realm. That could mean giving something up, like chocolate, but it’s not so much what we give 
up that matters, but rather the commitment to spiritual discipline before God.  Discipline and 
sacrifice remind us of what Jesus did for us, and the importance he placed on petition and 
prayer. 



 

  
Easter brings with it the promise of new life.  We celebrate an event in time, when, on the 
cross Jesus took upon himself all that is not right within us and all that is not right in the world 
around us.  Lent helps focus on our own inadequacy: “for we all have sinned and fall short of 
the glory of God.” (Rom 3) 
God is holy we are not.  
  
The good news is that Christ’s sacrifice means we go free.  More than that, the same power 
that was demonstrated when Jesus rose from the grave, is available to us today. This 
supernatural power is how Jesus transforms lives today.   
As scandalous as that might sound, this is what is promised to us in the New Testament 
(Ephesians 1:18-20). 
  
On Day 6 of our Lenten reading, ‘40 Days with the Holy Spirit,’ we read that one of the Spirit’s 
characteristics is to vindicate.  The good news is that at the cross God vindicates us, we are let 
off the hook, once and for all.  There is also an on-going work of healing that interweaves 
through life’s challenges and circumstances.  RT Kendall points to the story of Joseph to see 
how God healed his heart through trials, and how He vindicated him in the end. 
  
A name synonymous with hope for Africa is Nelson Mandela. Whilst in prison, he wrote in one 
of his private letters home, ‘hope is a powerful weapon’. His life demonstrates that hope often 
means playing the long game. This is what Jesus teaches us in the gospels. He says, that God is 
at work in the world and one day He will come again to put all things right, once and for all. On 
a personal level, this is what we hope for and mirror in Lent as we look towards Easter.  We 
pray expectantly for resurrection power, the Holy Spirit, to renew and vindicate us, and the 
world around us. 
  
Pete Grieg, of 24-7 prayer said recently: “As we pray it changes the world.” 
  
At times, life may feel very uncertain, but as followers of Christ, we can instead be certain, 
that as we draw near in prayer, ‘with the full assurance of faith”. (Heb 10: 22) God will come 
and act. 
  
The primary goal of St Mags is to proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ. This proclamation is 
God’s kingdom at work, so we can rest assured, that despite opposition, the green shoots we 
are beginning to see will flourish and grow into strong plants supported by deep roots. This 
growth may take more time than we would like, but long growth means strong growth. 
Paul, in I Corinthians 4:20 says, “the kingdom of God is not a matter of talk, but of power.” 
Let us pray for resurrection power and renewal in St Margaret’s this Lent. 
  
  
 
 
 
  

 

 



 

 

March Birthdays and Anniversaries  
 

 

 

 

Birthdays 
 
8th                        Annie van Gelder 
10th                      Peter Naude 
11th                      Millie McGowan 
15th                      Caitlin Smith 
20th                      Dave Barden 
25th                      Maureen Swart 
                             Des Vaubell 
26th                      Ricky Brown                        
27th                      Andrew Cannan 
                             John Bryce 
28th                      Venice Rinne 
31st                      Sandy Duncan 
   

 

Anniversaries 
 
3rd               Trevor & Colleen Fenton 
18th             Jonathan & Liz Lumley 
26th             Clive & Marianna Chamberlain 
28th             Cecil & Dee Brimacombe 
 
   

 

  

 

Upcoming Events  

 

 

 

 

4th         Lent Course Begins (6:30pm) 
6th         Messy Church 
8th         Vestry Meeting (after 9am service)  
10th       Letz Craft  

    

 

 

Easter 2020 at St Mags  

 

 

 

 

 
Maundy Thursday, 9 April:              Foot washing service 6pm followed by lamb supper 
Good Friday Service, 10 April:        Three hours at the cross 12pm 
Easter Day, 12 April:                        Sunrise service 5:30 am Virginia beach 
Traditional service:                           7am 
Family service:                                 9am 
   

 



  

 

Lent at St Mags  
 

 

 

 

‘40 days with the Holy Spirit’ by RT Kendall 
  
During Lent at St Mags, we are corporately reading a small devotional book by the pastor 
and theologian RT Kendall called, ‘40 Days with the Holy Spirit’. Each day offers a thought 
about a biblical characteristic of the third person of the Trinity, the Holy Spirit. 
He says, “I have no doubt that the power of the Holy Spirit is relevant and available (today) 
not only for insight and witnessing, but also for holy living and other demonstrations of the 
supernatural.” 
  
Available from CUM bookstore and the Loot website for R230. 

 

 



 

 

Sabelo Mthimkhulu  
 

 

 
 

 

Sabelo Mthimkhulu is an Ordinand sent by 
the Diocese to St Margaret’s to serve as an 
assistant to the parish ministry. 
He is a young man born in Nqutu, was 
baptised at St Augustine’s Anglican Church 
(Nqutu) in 1999 and was confirmed at St 
James (Dundee) in 2008. He joined St 
Alpheges in 2013 where he felt God's call to 
ministry. He was licensed as the layminister 
in 2014 and accepted by the Diocese as an 
Ordinand in May 2018. He has been serving 
at St Luke's (Woodlands) from January - 
November 2019. 
Sabelo has a Degree in BSc Geography and 
Environmental Management, an Honours 
Degree in Theology (Biblical Studies) with a 
special focus in Ecofermist-theology and is 
currently reading towards his Masters in 
Theology. 
Sabelo likes spending time with friends and 
listening to Gospel, Jazz and House Music.  
  
Sabelo says, 
“I would like to thank St Margaret's for a 
warm welcome. I'm very happy to be part 
of such a wonderful, happy and warm 
family.”  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Lets Craft  
 

 

 
 

 

Lets Craft will be taking place on the 10th 
March and this month you will be making a 
beautiful wall hanging decor from popsicles. 
The cost is R50 for materials.  
Please contact Shirley on 082 578 9981 to 
book your spot.  
Booking is essential!   

 

  

 

Messy Church   
 

 

 

  



  

 

Goldly Play at the Durban Children's Home  
 

 

 

 

We did our firstly Godly Play story at the children’s home. It was so well received, the children 
were so engaged, and we left with a real sense of God doing work there. We are going to be 
doing godly play stories at the children’s home every second month, and we would love as 
many of you to come along and spend some time with the special children. 

 

 
 

  

 

  

 



 

 

Old Ducks Thursday service   
 

 

 

 

The Thursday morning service is a group which consists exclusively of retired people, most of 
whom have been friends for a long time and have chosen to call themselves, “The Old Ducks 
Group”. 
The computer app “ISing” has been a great help to our group to be able to sing 
hymns/choruses. 
In this coming year we will participate in the Lenten Course which has already started, as well 
as the Prayer Couse later on, and any other that the Parish may introduce. 
The articles that Pat Coyne wrote attracted a number of new regular worshippers, and they 
have become not only Parishioners, but enjoy the coffee, sandwiches and chat sitting around 
a table at the back of the Church after the Service. 
We invite anyone who cannot get away for evening meetings, or who don’t enjoy driving at 
night to join us, and become an “Old Duck”, I promise you, it will be a good experience of 
worship and fun coffee times. 
  
Des Vaubell 

 

  

 

Frontier Ministries & Heartstrings  
 

 

 

The bible is full of wonderful scriptures which help us identify what God says about helping 
the poor. God challenges us to not only speak about loving the poor. We are called to love 
with action and in truth!  1 John 3:17 
One of the ways that St Margaret’s shows love in action is by partnering with Frontier 
Ministries.  The team, who is made up of some St Margaret’s members as well as Frontier 
Church members meet every Thursday evening, come rain or shine, where we spend time 
with people whom most try to avoid – the sex workers, drug addicts, homeless and those who 
have fallen on hard times and are now in shelters.  We care for their physical needs by 
providing a hot, nutritional meal.  We take condoms for those who are working in the sex 
industry, provide counselling, friendship, emotional support and help guide the lost and 
heartbroken into a right relationship with God.  This ministry is all about loving without 
judgement, empowering, uplifting and restoring dignity to the marginalised.  
Another way that St Margaret’s supports the work that the Frontier Ministries Team does is by 
financially contributing on a monthly basis towards the Heartstrings Community 
Project.  Every Thursday the Community Kitchen prepares a delicious meal of either chicken, 
beef or vegetable stew with rice which feeds about 80 people. This is very often the only hot, 
nutritious meal that the people on the beachfront get to eat all week.  The food is taken down 



 

in a big pot and lovingly dished up for each person.  Before every meal, the crowd gathers 
together and lifts up prayers of thanks and praise to our Father for his blessing and provision, 
for without Him this would not be possible. 
It is only through the love of God the Father, the hope of Christ the Son and the power of the 
Holy Spirit that lives are being changed, addictions are being broken and hearts are being 
healed. 

 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 
 
If you have any articles, information, events or notices relating to St Mags and would like to 
include it in the newsletter. Please contact Leigh Parsons on mail@leighwillows.co.za  
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