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 SNAPPY SNIPPETS . . . . .  from near and far 

Nine of every 10 
retirees included in 

Old Mutual’s 
survey are working 

to supplement 
retirement income.

2020: IT’S THE DECADE 
OF EVERGREEN ‘YOLDS’
JOHN PARKER, The Economist
THE year 2020 will mark the beginning of 
the decade of the “yold”, or the “young-
old”, as the Japanese call people aged 
between 65 and 75. 
  The yold are more numerous, healthier 
and wealthier than previous generations of 
seniors. There will be 134-million 65-to-74-
year-olds in rich countries in 2020 (11 
percent of the population), up from 99 
million  (8 percent) 
in 2000. That is the 
f a s t e s t r a t e o f 
growth of any large 
age group. 
 The yold are also 
better off: between 
1989 and 2013, the 
median wealth of 
families headed by 
someone over 62 in 
America rose by 40 
per cent to $210 
0 0 0 , w h i l e t h e 
wealth of all other 
a g e g r o u p s 
declined.
 Working is one of the factors that is 
helping people stay healthy longer. A 
German study found that people who 
remain at work after the normal retirement 
age have a cognitive capacity of someone a 
year and a half younger
 In short, the yold are not just any group of 
old people. They are challenging the 
traditional expectations of the retired as 
people who wear slippers and look after the 

grandchildren. That will disrupt consumer, 
service and financial markets.

 The over-60s are one of the fastest-
growing groups of customers of the airline 
business. The yold are vital to the tourism 
industry because they spend much more, 
when taking a foreign holiday, than younger 
adults. 
  They are also changing education. 

H a r v a r d h a s m o r e 
students at its Division 
for Continuing Edu-
cation (for mature and 
retired students) than it 
does at the university 
itself.
 
 And, because of the 
importance of pensions, 
the yold are wanting to 
manage their pension 
pots more actively.

 Many bosses and HR 
d e p a r t m e n t s t h i n k 

productivity falls with 
age, but studies of industrial and insurance 
firms in Germany suggest older workers 
have, if anything, slightly above-average 
productivity—and that teams of workers 
from multiple generations are the most 
productive of all.  
 Societies should be better off because 
public spending on health and pensions 
should be lower than expected, as people 
work longer and need less medical care.

JAPANESE billionaire Yusaku Maezawa's 
hunt for a “life partner” to fly with him to 
the moon has netted 
more than 20 000 
applications. “I want 
to shout our love and 
world peace from 
outer space," says 
Maezawa, who is due 
to fly around the 
moon in 2023 as the 
first private pass-
e n g e r w i t h E l o n 
Musk's SpaceX. 

o o o o o o o o

THE owner of a Porsche in Ahmedabad, 
India, has paid a fine the equivalent of 
roughly R540 000 after police in November  
impounded his 911 Carrera S for not 
having valid documents. It was the highest 
fine on record and was imposed under the 
country’s new Motor Vehicle Act.  Initially, 
the fine was R200 000 but then the 
prosecutors dug out old records and 
imposed the extra penalty. 

o o o o o o o o 
FOURTEEEN-year-old Monty Lord of 
Bolton, UK, has won a place in the 
Guinness Book of Records for  memorising 
129 book titles just from their first lines. 
The list contained many children’s 
favourites, such as the first Harry Potter 
and The Gruffalo but also ranged from 

Shakespeare’s plays to Ian Fleming’s Bond 
books. 

o o o o o o o o

ALAN HATTEL, 75, of Forfar, Tayside, 
wondered why friends weren’t calling 
anymore – then discovered he was ‘dead 
and buried’. It turned out his wife,  
although separated 37 years, bought a 
burial plot for both of them in the local 
cemetery. It seems somebody jumped 
the gun and erected a headstone with 
both their names on it.  Alan, however, 
has no intention of being buried, he 
wants to be cremated. But first he and 
his pals have some catching up to do.
o o o o o o o o 

PADFOOT the 
cat broke into 
a p r i s o n i n 
Cumbria just 
before Christ-
mas and had to 
b e r e s c u e d 
f r o m a n 8 m 
r a z o r w i r e 
fence. RSPCA 
inspectors were 
b a f fl e d h o w 
Padfoot  could 
have got so far inside the prison, let alone 
how he could climb the scary fence. 
Rescuers had to use a ladder and pole to 
guide him to safety. Prison officials say 
they are used to dealing with burglars but 
not cat burglars.

I  WONDER what our old friend Patrick Coyne, who 
died recently,  thought of the upgrading of Sani Pass, 
thereby, some said,  threatening its glamour as an 
“adventure” route over the Drakensberg.
 Patrick,  a lover of mountain passes and author of a book on 
the subject,  would probably have had a more balanced view on 
the question. One authority, writing recently in the Independent 
on Saturday, puts it more in perspective:
  Of all our South African passes, Sani is the 
highest, the steepest, and the most dangerous. It 
has a romantic history. 
  From the top, the road, such as it is, continues to 
Mokhotlong and then through Lesotho. But for 
most motorists, it is a cul-de-sac. The only way 
down is to turn round and go back again. In any 
case you will need a passport to cross the border.
 Until part of Sani Pass was tarred, it was gravel 
with steep sections and sharp corners. It was 
suitable only for 4x4 vehicles driven by people 
with off-road motoring experience. 
  Now that the road has been improved and 
tarring has started, it is not quite so dangerous, 
but 4x4s may still be required by the authorities, 
especially in conditions of snow and ice.
 It is true that a string of normal, two-wheel drive 
cars have surmounted the pass, but these have 
been regarded as stunts by the authorities and 
the practice was not recommended.
 Experts on Sani have warned that this upgrading 
project, difficult as it is, might bring more 
difficulties when complete. A tar road will allow 
two-wheel drive vehicles to use the pass. Drivers 
of these cars will drive much faster than they do 
now. The danger of accidents will be increased – 
especially in conditions of snow and ice.
 But most motorists will not be worried about the 
controversy. Provided they have a good car with 
proven off-road ability, and a good driver with 
experience of the conditions, they will be able to 
concentrate on the glorious views and the history 
of the pass.

Upgraded Sani will still
need some skill and care

Always a challenge: above, Sani Pass; below Van Reenen’s
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When all else
 fails, praise  

Some 
thoughts on
an essential
of faith

FOR the next couple of months we can expect 
Christmas cards from our overseas family and 
friends to turn up, in ones and twos.
  We got two on Friday, January 23.  (It seems 
there are still people, like those in the UK, who 
send out Christmas, birthday and other 
greetings cards. )  
  They were perfectly addressed so the delay 
could not be blamed on customer error. 
 And one had an airmail sticker prominently 
displayed, so it must have arrived on these 
shores within a day or two of posting 6 000 
miles away. The date stamp on the other said 
13-12-2019.
 Getting cards at Christmas used to be one of 
the seasonal pleasures. And so were strings of 
cards festooning our mantlepiece. Today there 
are two lone cards standing on our 
coffee table. It’s not the same. 
    But warm thanks to Ron, Terry, 
Jody and Tracey in London, and Shirley 
and Derek in Basingstoke for keeping a 
cheery tradition alive. 

o o o o o o o o

SO, where has Christmas mail been 
been languishing for the past few 
weeks? 
 For that matter, where is incoming mail holed 
up?  
 I can imagine post office warehouses with 
mountains of mail like the piles of sugar in our 
dockside terminals
  Who is supposed to be dealing with our 
letters, cards and parcels and redirecting them  
to us?
  In my mind’s eye I see a posse of workers 
riffling through the edges of the piles and 
dropping handfuls of letters into sorting trays 
in the desultory workstyle we have come to 
know.  
 What use is airmail? Does anybody take note 
of an airmail sticker? I’m told these days ALL 
overseas mail is sent by air – so why pay for 
airmail?
 
o o o o o o o o 

THANKS to load-shedding and the 
uncertainties thereof, we have had to ‘step 
back’ (the idiom of the day) from our plan to 
hold occasional morning movie shows at St 
Margaret’s. 
  The first film, Educating Rita, scheduled for 
January 8 had to be called off as a new round of 
outages seemed imminent. 
 In fact, what was meant to be a reminder 
announcement at the 9am service on the 

Sunday before, had to be switched to a 
indefinite-postponement  announcement. 
 As if to confirm the necessity for it, the power 
shut down two-thirds of the way through the 
service. No lights, no mikes, no data projectors. 
  Pastor Des took it all in his stride, and so did 
the congregation, reciting the responses – with 
hardly a lapse –  from memory.
  Anyway, for the moment, that is the fate of  
the old-time movie shows – unless Eskom is 
taken over by Elon Musk. 
  (We can dream can’t we?)

o o o o o o o o 

IN a couple of days Britain will be out of the 
European Union; apparently nothing can 
stop the process now. 
  Do I hear a tired  ‘Yeah, yeah, yeah’ ? –  
I don’t blame you. 
  It’s been over three years since the 
historic referendum  and it has been 
followed by a string of bungled exit 
dates. 
  Now it’s January 31. But this does  
look like the real thing. 
  What is not so certain is the process of 
actual extrication. Nor is the “clean-

ness” of the historic cut when it comes.
  I fear there will be some legal and contractual  
debris that will negate much of what Brexit was 
expected to deliver. 
  Brussels sees it as a divorce, and divorces can 
be messy.

o o o o o o o o

BY  the way, I shall remember the results of the 
Brexit referendum, not only because it was so 
unexpected (as was Trump’s win), but also because 
it flashed onto the TV screens at O.R. Tambo just 
as we were heading out  to the Greek islands on a 
memorable family holiday. That was in 2016.  
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PERSONALITIES 

MERYL BALLANTYNE
ONE of the cheery greeters at 
the church door on Sundays at 
the 9am service is Meryl 
Ballantyne . She and her 
colleagues on this front-of-
house duty set the tone for 
much that follows every week 
as St Margaret’s regulars and 
visitors arrive. 
 Meryl grew up in Ladysmith 
and spent all her school years 
there. She attended All Saints 
Church in Ladysmith where 
she was confirmed.  
 She moved to Durban to do 
her teacher training. Her first 
ten years of teaching were in 
Zululand, where she met her 
h u s b a n d a n d h a d t w o 
daughters.  

  Most of her teaching was 
done in Durban at Addington 
Primary, Carmel College, 
Embury College, Crawford 
College,   and Glenashley 
Junior Primary.  

 “Altogether I taught for 50 
years!   I am now retired but I 
stil l do extra lessons at 
Glenashley JP.   I also do 
volunteer work at Parkgate 
Primary in Verulam, where we 
are helping to teach young 
l e a r n e r s t o r e a d a n d 
comprehend English.      I have 
b e e n a m e m b e r o f S t 
Margarets for 40 years and it 
is a privilege to help where I 
can in the church.”

WITNESSING a magnificent 
fireworks display, hearing a 
stunning symphony, or seeing a 
glorious sunset can evoke a 
response of praise.
 But often, it's easier to praise 
a sunset than the Creator of 
the sunset. 
  In that same way, the 
difficulties of life often cloud 
our vision and keep us from 
praising God. What can we do 
to restore a heart-attitude of 
praise?
  Veteran TV pastor Pat 
Robertson says: Praise, 
according to the Scriptures, is 
an act of our will that flows out 
of an awe and reverence for 
our Creator. Praise gives glory 
to God and opens us up to a 
deeper union with Him. It 
turns our attention away from 
our problems and onto the 
nature and character of God 
Himself.
As we focus our minds on God 
and proclaim His goodness, we 
reflect His glory back to Him. 
The results can fill you with 
peace and contentment (Isaiah 
26:3) and transform your 
outlook on life.

  A great Methodist preacher 
and writer in the US, Louis 
Albert Banks (1855-1933) tells 
of an elderly man, a fine singer, 
who learned that he had 
cancer of the tongue and that 
surgery was required. In the 
hospital after everything was 
ready for the operation, the 
man said to the doctor, "Are 
you sure I will never sing 
again?" 
 The surgeon found it difficult 
to answer his question. He 
simply shook his head no. 
 The patient then asked if he 
could sit up for a moment. 
"I've had many good times 
singing the praises of God," he 
said. "And now you tell me I 
can never sing again. I have one 
song that will be my last. It will 
be of gratitude and praise to 
God."
  There in the doctor's 
presence the man sang softly 
the words of Isaac Watts's 
hymn –

I'll praise my Maker while I've 
breath,

And when my voice is lost in death,

Praise shall employ my nobler 
power;

My days of praise shall ne'er be 
past,

While life, and thought, and being 
last,

Or immortality endures. 


